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Grin City Collective is a collaborative artist organization currently based in Grinnell, Iowa. Founded by Joe Lacina in 2006, 
for ten years Grin City hosted an artist residency program on the Lacina Farmstead where it welcomed forty artists, writers 
and performers for retreats every year. A true artist collective, Grin City fosters interdisciplinary collaboration among artists 
and makers of all sorts and engages in public programming for diverse audiences. The group experiments with the inter-
section of contemporary art, maker-culture and rural living. It engages artists with the public and with each other. Working 
directly with the people it serves, Grin City has installed innovative public art in communities across Iowa including this 
latest “Public Writing, Public Libraries” project. In 2016 it will expand to begin hosting projects outside of its home state. 

Bring Grin City to your community. Contact Director Molly Rideout, molly@grincitycollective.org.



Public Writing, Public Libraries
About the Project

Thanks to a variety of initiatives around the state, more and more Iowans are able to stumble upon new works of contem-
porary visual art in public places, but there are fewer opportunities for the public to stumble upon new works of creative 
writing without the sometimes-intimidating commitment to opening the cover of a book. This limits the public’s exposure to 
new authors and contemporary writing.

In May 2014, Grin City Collective launched the “Public Writing, Public Libraries” pilot program with three writers at Drake 
Community Library in Grinnell. A year later in spring 2015, Grin City Collective hosted three national and international writ-
ers-in-residence for a three-week residency. During this time, these writers and project leader, Molly Rideout, composed 
new works of fiction, nonfiction and poetry for twelve more Iowa libraries. The works will be on display for library patrons’ 
viewing for up to five years.

The text is installed in vinyl film, essentially letter-shaped stickers, directly onto the library windows, turning the glass into 
the page of a book. The material is semi-permanent, but does not harm the glass. You can see vinyl used in the windows 
of storefronts advertising hours or the shop’s name. It is also used to decal vehicles.

This booklet showcases all thirteen libraries and the five writers who participated in the first two phases of the “Public 
Writing, Public Libraries” project. We welcome you to visit each of the participating libraries to view the literary installations 
in person.



Pauliina Haasjoki
Helsinki, Finland
Poet

Pauliina Haasjoki is the author of six poetry books in her native Finnish language. Motivated by her travels in the US and 
in New Zealand, she has recently begun writing English versions of some of her poetry. Her poems have appeared in 
anthologies and literary journals translated into eight different European languages. Haasjoki’s poetry often explores the 
relationships to nature and to science and contemporary fantasies about the state of our world. This is her first English 
publication.



Knoxville Public Library

“Tangibles”
By Pauliina Haasjoki
Knoxville Public Library
213 E Montgomery St, Knoxville, IA 50138

I thought about reading as an act, a happening, with tangibility and locality. The physical environment where we read is 
part of the memory of disappearing into another world, especially as children, possibly stealing time to read in a place that 
becomes our own. We extract intangible content from the physical object and make it ours. My short poem about the tan-
gibles of reading appears at Knoxville Public Library in both in Finnish and in English.

Knoxville is located 25 miles southeast of Des Moines. It is the birthplace of the Iowa State flag, designed by Dixie Cornell 
Gebhardt, and officially adopted in 1921. It is also the home of Iowa’s sixth Governor, William Milo Stone (1827 – 1893), 
who was a Civil War hero and champion for equal rights. The Knoxville Public Library began in 1909 in a tiny room inside 
the courthouse with a small collection of books for lending. Construction for a library was made possible with funding from 
the philanthropist, Andrew Carnegie, in 1912. Library services and programs continue to grow and thrive, keeping the 
library at “the heart of the community” with increased children, teen, and adult programs that connect people, places, and 
ideas.



Pella Public Library

“Untitled 1”
By Pauliina Haasjoki
Pella Public Library
603 Main St., Pella, IA  50219

Pella’s strong Dutch heritage made me think of migration, winds, movement and the strange asymmetries of the planet. 
There are high places and deep places; the Netherlands would not even be here without the intervention of people. The 
Southern Hemisphere is mostly ocean or icy, uninhabited continent, but it sees much more of our galaxy than the busy 
North. Travelling to the other side of the planet can give a new, more physical sense of the planet and its uniqueness. 
Space and time exist as both fantastic abstractions, cosmic space-time, and our experienced, historical time and space. 
The piece consists of both new material and excerpts from my current manuscript, with the working title Planet. It appears 
in English with a slightly shorter Finnish version.

The Pella Public Library has served the community of Pella since 1905. Originally the Carnegie-Viersen Public Library, the 
name was changed to the Pella Public Library in July, 2000.  The library relocated into our present building in October of 
the same year. The Pella Public Library provides services and resources to enrich personal lives and provide for self-edu-
cation. Through the library, users of all ages may experience the joy of reading; learn throughout their lives; find, evaluate 
and use information in a variety of formats; better understand their personal and community heritage; and meet and inter-
act with others. The library currently has 12,238 active cardholders.  In the last fiscal year, 268,811 items were checked 
out from the library and 130,407 people walked through the doors.



Waterloo Public Library

“Untitled 2”
By Pauliina Haasjoki
Waterloo Public Library
415 Commercial Street Waterloo, IA 50701

The themes of rivers, learning and life changes resonate with a suite of prose poetry towards the end of my most recent 
book. I chose parts of it to form a new suite: in it there is a sense of anticipation taking the form of a thaw, which will melt 
and change things even while it chills, and of writing, which will affect the reader like particles in the air rather than just 
as rational content. Rivers are a classic metaphor for the course of a human life, but unlike rivers, human lives can move 
out of their course. In this poem, rivers are also given the opportunity to go back and get acquainted with themselves. The 
poem is presented in both English and Finnish.

The Waterloo Public Library’s mission is to provide free access to education, information and recreation in a welcoming 
environment. WPL is housed in a 65,000 square foot Great Depression era building in the downtown Riverfront Renais-
sance area and serves a population of over 68,000 in a wonderfully ethnically diverse community. The library’s tagline, 
“Gather. Connect. Explore,” says it all, as library patrons gather to access library resources of all formats, opening up new 
worlds. In addition to talented and dedicated staff, Friends and volunteers work together to offer a great experience.



Purvi Shah
Brooklyn, NY
Poet

Purvi Shah inspires change as a non-profit consultant, anti-violence advocate, and writer. She won the inaugural SONY 
South Asian Social Service Excellence Award for her leadership fighting violence against women. During the 10th anniver-
sary of 9/11, she highlighted Asian American experiences through Together We Are New York, a community-based poetry 
project. Terrain Tracks is her award-winning book. She is known for her sparkly eye shadow and raucous laughter.

purvipoets.net

@PurviPoets



Burling Library, Grinnell College

“Jigsaw Hive”
By Purvi Shaw
Burling Library, Grinnell College
1111 6th Avenue, Grinnell, IA 50112

Joy is your poetry gracing a library window. For this project, I created three site-specific poems. In my first week at Grin 
City, I traveled to each library, speaking to library patrons and staff, asking what their library means to them, the amusing 
antics they’ve seen, and library stories they sought to share. I walked through the libraries – observing, witnessing, feel-
ing. In my second week, I wrote furiously, creating poems in dialogue with my conversations and experiences in the librar-
ies. In my last week, with the Grin City team, I installed my poems on the library windows – a homecoming! The poems 
are a symphony of my vision, conversations, and the everyday happenings at each library. I hope the poems feel at home 
and beckon the world.

Thank you to the following individuals who shared their stories with me – the poems could not exist without you: Fabiola 
Barral, Henry Bolster, Richard Fyffe, Kim Gilbert, Allison Haack, Donna Hoeksema, Chris Jones, Jieun Kang, Saw Min 
Maw, Uriel Milian, Varun Nayar, Sarah Purcell, Kate Strain, Lesley Wright.

As the world of information grows more complex, libraries are more central to learning than ever before. Burling Library at 
Grinnell College helps Grinnell students, faculty and staff succeed in learning, teaching, and research. Our services em-
phasize working closely with students to develop fluency in the use and evaluation of information sources.  The Library’s 
book, journal, data, and media collections—in analog and digital formats—are wide-ranging and intellectually challenging, 
representing multiple viewpoints, languages, and cultures. We offer a variety of spaces for quiet and collaborative study, 
and we sponsor readings, lectures and musical performances throughout the year. We are also part of the Grinnell town 
community; residents are welcome to borrow from our collection, use our facilities, and enjoy our events.



Cedar Falls Public Library

“American Ghosts” / “Opening Stages”
By Purvi Shah
Cedar Falls Public Library
524 Main St, Cedar Falls, IA 50613

A second site-specific poem written as a result of my community interviews. Thank you to the following individuals who 
shared their stories with me – the poems could not exist without you: Members at the April 2015 Book Group discussion; 
Ana, Carolina, Cheryl, James & Tommy Aguilar; Barbara Cardamon, Sheryl McGovern, Kim Nicholson, Kelly Stern, Marcia 
Thurmond, Lou Weber, Michael Welch, Chae Young.

The Cedar Falls Public Library, located in the historic downtown district, strives to be a vibrant community hub to the cit-
izens of Cedar Falls and its many visitors. A creative and dedicated staff provides progressive and responsive service to 
a community that fosters intellectual curiosity. Library visits and circulation have more than doubled in the last ten years 
and continues to grow. A wide variety of program experiences for all ages is supported by an active Friends of the Library 
Group and the Cedar Falls Community Foundation. Great communities deserve great libraries, and CFPL strives to be the 
best.



Marshalltown Public Library

“You Hear a Song in Your Wings”
By Purvi Shah
Marshalltown Public Library
105 West Boone Street, Marshalltown, IA 50158

This last site-specific poem is installed in English, Spanish and Burmese. Thank you to the following individuals who 
shared their stories with me – the poems could not exist without you: Anonymous, Elder Barron, Ajit & Trusha Bhatt, Elder 
Gowes, Terry Gray, Veronica Guevara, Teresa Hannam, Caitlin Husemann, Joa LaVille, Cecilia Martinez, Elder Mauigoa, 
Elder Merrell, Andres Rodriguez, Sarah Rosenblum.

Since its inception as a subscription library in 1892, Marshalltown Public Library’s mission has been to “provide residents 
of Marshalltown and Marshall County with materials and services that meet their needs for recreation, information, edu-
cation and cultural awareness.” In 2008, Marshalltown opened the first newly constructed library in Iowa to achieve LEED 
Gold designation. It boasts a solar array that generates about 6% of the library’s electricity needs. A source of civic pride, 
the new library welcomes the city’s increasingly diverse residents to a vibrant, light-filled place. Marshalltown Public Li-
brary has a responsive tradition of creative and innovative library services that have helped the city and its residents meet 
the challenges of the 20th century and positioned each for success in the 21st century.

Spanish translation by Veronica Guevara
Burmese translation by Pandora



Emma Saperstein
New Haven, CT
Artist

Emma Saperstein is a project-based artist, writer and organizer living and working between New Haven, CT, and Dallas, 
TX. Her practice of performance, exchange and social practice has been deeply engaged in developing a symbology of 
grief and grieving with a focus on Central Asian culture, where she spent the first 16 years of her life. Emma is a graduate 
of Wheaton College and the New York Center for Art and Media Studies. 

www.emmasaperstein.com



Drake Community Library

“Anthony”
By Emma Saperstein
Drake Community Library
930 Park St, Grinnell, IA 50112

Emma’s piece “Anthony” is a part of a series of short essays exploring her experience as an expatriate growing up in Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan and the dissonant experience of returning to the United States. It is installed in the teen section of 
Drake Community Library.

In 1901 Joel Stewart funded the construction of the Stewart Library, which served the Grinnell community for over a centu-
ry. In 2009, the library relocated to larger facilities and opened the Drake Community Library. The new library offers won-
derful space for the community. There are meeting rooms, public computers, free wifi, lots of comfy seating, a great teen 
space, a wonderful story room, large and small private study rooms, and friendly, helpful staff.



Kevin Haworth
Pittsburg, PA
Essayist/Novelist

Kevin Haworth is the author of three books, most recently the essay collection Famous Drownings in Literary History. He 
is winner of the Columbia Nonfiction Prize, two Ohio Arts Council awards, and residencies at Headlands Center for the 
Arts, Vermont Studio Center, and Grin City Collective. He directs the MFA program in creative writing at Carlow University.



Tama Public Library

Excerpts from “Vivaldi”
By Kevin Haworth
Tama Public Library
401 Siegel St, Tama, IA 52339

The Tama, Coralville and North Liberty libraries are connected by the essay “Vivaldi,” a braided essay about music that 
was written during my 2014 residency at Grin City Collective. The section at Coralville narrates my five-year-old son’s des-
perate desire to learn the cello, his early years negotiating the big instrument, and his first public performance in a college 
bar at the age of six. In the section at North Liberty, my son, at eleven, tries to explain to me, a non-musician, how mem-
ory works. The section at Tama narrates the experience of Jacques Stroumsa, a Greek Jew who was conscripted into an 
orchestra at Auschwitz. It tells about how Stroumsa and his fellow prisoners were forced to play at all hours of the day in 
service of the camp.

The Tama Public Library was started in 1907 in a brand new Carnegie Library building.  In 2000 it moved to a beautiful 
new 7,100 square foot building and added to its official name to honor its biggest contributors to the building.  The official 
name is the Louise and Lucile Hink/Tama Public Library.  The library is located in the downtown area of Tama next to the 
city offices and Civic Center.  It offers books for all ages in different formats including audio books, large print and on-line 
E-books and audio books, magazines and movies. 



Coralville Public Library

Excerpts from “Vivaldi”
By Kevin Haworth
Coralville Public Library
1401 5th St., Coralville IA 52241

In 1965, a Coralville Girl Scout Troop deposited $46.78, the earnings from a bake sale, into the “Library for Coralville” 
fund, setting the stage for community support that would sustain the Library for generations to come.  This year, the 
Coralville Public Library celebrates its Golden Anniversary – 50 years of library service for the Coralville community.  From 
its humble beginnings, serving 350 families and offering a collection of 2,250 items to its current patron base of over 
20,000 library cardholders and a collection of over 110,000 items, the Library has remained a valued resource for commu-
nity members and a gathering place for individuals and community groups.  



North Liberty Community Library

Excerpts from “Vivaldi”
By Kevin Haworth
North Liberty Community Library
520 W Cherry St, North Liberty, IA 52317

The North Liberty Community Library’s 17,900 square foot space is part of the North Liberty Community Center along with 
the aquatic center (indoor/outdoor pools), recreation center (gymnasiums, children’s play area, track, weight area, and 
meeting and conference rooms), and the Communications Department. The library offers a variety of regular programming 
for all ages throughout the year and five summer reading programs for babies through adults with weekly activities.  Visit 
the library website at www.northlibertylibrary.org for more information and check out the calendar of events.



Drake Community Library

Excerpts from “Plagues”
By Kevin Haworth
Drake Community Library
930 Park St, Grinnell, IA 50112

This library has an excerpt from the braided essay “Plagues,” which combines several stories: the Passover narrative, my 
young son learning about death for the first time, and the poet Muriel Rukeyser traveling to West Virginia in the 1930s to 
investigate an industrial mining disaster which claimed the lives of hundreds of miners. It first appeared in the literary jour-
nal Witness as part of an issue titled “Disaster.” It was chosen for Drake Community Library as an opportunity to connect 
Iowa readers to far away places and cultures.

In 1901 Joel Stewart funded the construction of the Stewart Library, which served the Grinnell community for over a centu-
ry. In 2009, the library relocated to larger facilities and opened the Drake Community Library. The new library offers won-
derful space for the community. There are meeting rooms, public computers, free wifi, lots of comfy seating, a great teen 
space, a wonderful story room, large and small private study rooms, and friendly, helpful staff.



Molly Rideout
Grinnell, IA
Fiction, Non-fiction

Molly Rideout is a writer and social practice artist and director of Grin City Collective. Her fiction and essays have been 
published in the book Prairie Gold: An Anthology of the American Heartland, as well as in The Wapsipinicon Almanac, 
Bluestem Magazine, Marathon Literary Review, Embodied Effigies, Dirty Chai Magazine, & Driftwood Press. She is inter-
ested in ways to connect creative writing and stories to the visual arts, and her fiction installation, “Due Date,” was nomi-
nated for a 2015 Pushcart Prize. Her stories have been installed in vinyl in windows across Iowa and Wisconsin. 

www.mollyrideout.com



Cedar Rapids Public Library

“Post Dock, Ergo Propter Dock”
By Molly Rideout
Cedar Rapids Public Library
450 5th Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401

Rather than selecting excerpts from a larger piece, Molly wrote short, original, unpublished stories for each community 
to enjoy in their entirety. “Post Dock, Ergo Propter Dock” is a true story about the lives of the artists-in-residence at Grin 
City Collective. The real sculpture, Landlocked Melancholy, commonly referred to as The Dock, was designed by Alex-
ander Hanson and Anthony Zappa in 2014. The dark, humorous ending plays on the title, a pun on the Latin phrase post 
hoc ergo propter hoc or “Because of this, therefore that.” Note that some names and personal details in this piece were 
changed.

The Cedar Rapids Public Library opened on Saturday, August 24, 2013, after more than five years in a temporary loca-
tion. The downtown library was destroyed in the floods that devastated over 10 square miles of the city in June of 2008.  
The innovative new Cedar Rapids Public Library combines all of the best that today’s libraries have to offer. The airy, 
95,000-square-foot facility is a multipurpose community gathering spot impacting the area civically, academically, econom-
ically, and socially. The library offers a vibrant collection of materials through an active, targeted collection circulating over 
1.4 million items in its first year. Beyond books, the new library is an information center and community hub, providing 
meeting rooms and event space for over 100,000 people in its first year.  



Drake Community Library

“The Day The Colors Left”
By Molly Rideout
Drake Community Library
930 Park St, Grinnell, IA 50112

Rather than selecting excerpts from a larger piece, Molly wrote short, original, unpublished stories for each community 
to enjoy in their entirety. “The Day The Colors Left” is a children’s story inspired by the spring rains and is located in the 
Drake Community Library children’s section. This piece is dedicated to Amr Hammouda.

In 1901 Joel Stewart funded the construction of the Stewart Library, which served the Grinnell community for over a centu-
ry. In 2009, the library relocated to larger facilities and opened the Drake Community Library. The new library offers won-
derful space for the community. There are meeting rooms, public computers, free wifi, lots of comfy seating, a great teen 
space, a wonderful story room, large and small private study rooms, and friendly, helpful staff.



Newton Public Library

“Winter Fidelity”
By Molly Rideout
Newton Public Library
100 N 3rd Ave W, Newton, IA 50208

Inspiration for this piece of short fiction came from a visit one January night by a door-to-door salesman and two win-
ters Molly spent living in Southern California. Many of her stories are set in the fictional town of Frowning, a rural Io-
wan community sometimes filled with more tall tales than true ones. You can read more stories of Frowning on Molly’s 
website.

Newton has had an established library since 1896. The current building in which the Grin City Collective installation 
is housed opened in 1992. The Newton Public Library has a history of emphasizing art inside and outside of its walls. 
It currently provides craft programs for all ages, displays local artists’ works in its gallery area, houses five sculptures 
created by local artists, and highlights art work in the Children’s Library. Sir Rustolot, a large commissioned sculpture 
of a dragon, basks on the front lawn, and a sculpture of children reading occupies an outside bench. We will soon be 
adding two more sculptures to the lawn, bringing more attention to the building and the community’s continued support 
of art.



Toledo Public Library

“Butter”
By Molly Rideout
Toledo Public Library
206 E. High Street, Toledo, IA  52342

Molly wrote the fictional piece “Butter” after being inspired by the Toledo legacy of Norma “Duffy” Lyon, Iowa’s most fa-
mous butter sculptor. The story draws on two things that Norma valued most: family and butter sculpting.

The Toledo Library was established in 1920 and renovated with a large expansion in 2005.  The library’s mission is to 
provide free and equal access to a variety of materials and resources for personal enrichment and to be an advocate in 
the community for lifelong learning.  While visiting the library, feel free to read a variety of 75 different magazines and five 
local newspapers, use a meeting room, or attend a program of interest.  The Library hosts many programs for children 
and encourages young patrons to use the library and its services.  Art and reading programs are on the weekly agenda, 
with kids creating art work to go on display throughout the year.



Bring Public Writing, Public Libraries to your community!

If you would like to bring the next phase of “Public Writing, Public Libraries” to your town, please contact us. Grin City 
wants to share this project and the opportunity to stumble upon contemporary works of fiction, nonfiction and poetry, as 
widely as possible. Whether you’re in Iowa, New York or Toronto, we’d love to hear from you!

Contact Grin City Director and project creator, Molly Rideout at molly@grincitycollective.org.




